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The issue
This Conference Grounds for Change focuses on the relation between energy and the use of space. The traditional sources of energy, based on non-renewable fossil resources, become exhausted. Besides, the use of these resources has a negative impact on climate change, leading to more global warming. New, innovative sustainable energy sources are rapidly being developed, paving the road for the transition to a more sustainable energy system. At the same time, these more sustainable forms of energy have a completely different spatial claim than the traditional energy resources. This is the focus of the Grounds for Change Conference. During the four days of the Conference we will explore - and link - both visionary ideas and down to earth practical projects. 
The program 

Tuesday April 20: Opening
The Conference Week opens with two key note speakers: trend watcher Adjiedj Bakas (Life without Oil) and landscape architect Stefan Slabbers. They will give inspiring and energetic presentations to warm up for the week.  After that, four high level Design Teams will receive four Assignments to work on during the week. Each of the assignments addresses a specific case on the relation between energy and the use of space. The assignments are commissioned by an organization (Municipality of Meppel, Emmen, and Groningen-Assen). Three assignments have been adopted by a professional consultancy firms (Grontmij, DHV and Arcadis) and one by the leading northern knowledge institutes (Hanze University and University of Groningen). The teams have to work under high pressure, hopefully leading to new ideas and sustainable solutions. The results will be presented on the final day of the Conference Week. 
April 21: Technical Excursions

In the North of the Netherlands, a.k.a. Energy Valley, there are many initiatives and projects that take ideas into practice. Today four technical excursions will literally bring the public to inspiring examples of sustainable energy projects in Energy Valley. And beyond, as one of the excursions will visit the Centre of Bio Energy, in Werlte, Germany. 
April 22: Workshops

Today a total of 16 workshops will address a wide range of themes and issues such as biomass, biochar, agriculture and mobility. There are four rounds of four workshops. There is also a Market Place for businesses and other organizations.

April 23: Conference

Today is the plenary session of the Conference. In the morning the key note speakers are Wubbo Ockels, Wouter van Dieren, Dirk Sijmons and Gert de Roo. They will each present their view on the relation between sustainable energy strategies, spatial planning, all within the context of climate change. In the afternoon sessions there will five master classes, on SREX (synergy between energy and spatial planning); water management in adaptation strategies; the ‘charettes’ as an instrument; sustainable landscapes; and climate-resistant planning. 

The grand final of the Grounds for Change Week is the presentation of the Design Teams. The four Teams will present the results of their three days of hard work.  

Organisation

This event is organized by the Province of Drenthe and the Faculty of Spatial Sciences, University of Groningen. The conference will be held from April 20 to April 23, 2010, in the conference accommodation of ‘Hof van Saksen’ in Nooitgedacht (Province of Drenthe). The conference language is Dutch. 

For more information, please see the website (in Dutch only): http://www.drenthe.nl/grounds4change. 
